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Although primarily found in the bairren landscape
of tire West, the diverse yucca plant would be
a bold addition 1o a garden anywhere in the US.

au have to admire a family of plants <o bold that they recall both punk rock hairdos
and the stylized tree drawings in Dr. Seuss’ Horfor Tlears a Whe! The yucea, in all its glowi
ous variations, ia just such a plant. From the Majave badlands of Southern California, 1o
the rocky outcraps of the West Texas Chibuahuan Desert, the yucea is an integral part of
the western American landscape.

Noane von sy Uie vueea has not
Doen useful. A5 William Dunmire says
in his bank, Wild Blowis awd Nat
FPeaplo of the Yoar Larners, "Yuccas
consticute the single-r npEorian:
ST e e P ol PLAnTS 101 pre-
Bestoric and coniemporry Indians live
g e tae Sauthiwesr.”

Reginning with the Aztecs, v
fibern v i ke suoduls, weave
Daskets, make cope, belis, hawstrings
and fishing oets, just 1o name o few of
Tha: Pants vses. As il those uses wenme not
enoug.‘l, Ameriean indians also made n
shampoa ITnm the ro01s aad couked
with 1w Mesers aond frait

by Scorr CALHOUN

e vicea also = beulitul. lo wn ape
where water is scarce and garden de
signers clamar for archiectual plants,
i A wonnler tha the voeen hasn't made
unone Gf i presence io e world of orna-
meal hortienliuee

In my clients’ gardens, plavis o
the vucea tamily have caroed promi-
vwnee There seo vold- hordy varietiea
et do well i sun and shace, and there
a0 spwiives lionh pewat and treelike and
sunall and delivace. Al yuecas ame ever -
arevn ane flaweri nd most species
are drovght olerant sfies eateldisinnent
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Sampling of yuccu spuecies, 1 van
haven't thoughl <bout veing, prowing ar
dexipring with visccas, consider el
leretang spaecies and (ink ags

Reaked yucca. Feazured in parduons os
diverse as the Chibunhuan Uesert Car
dens in kl Paso, TX, cod Chanticleer
near Phijuselphia, the Beaked yuzes
VWoecon resrale) (photes, Vghrn earms (s
keep in the garden

Nutalh: i hilue loliage and slightle
wueping e, the besseed yuoca reaches
Lvighisar op to 10 feet. [tz stout trink

pives itaveitical neelike emphasis in the
The plac's modest 4-taot width
great cholce for courtvarts vr
vs Uiat aced A bald plant, bal are
amall for most freas, Az with most
yuccos, this selecrion
drainage The busked yor

e Wi Deer spak
is ekl bardy w -
leaf yucca. i you ke the floe -
liage of the beaked yucca hur need it
shorier plang, the dim Tu-lvst
yuced L pafiidal iphatos, page 23]
shauld fir the bill, Pale-Jeal yners ias
Lrunshless specles thatcan s
with vp 10 30 e
Jike Rowers wie U o

anlv 1 foot | i widc, 1t works to ex
cellent eftect Ik ampE min.
with tough nanve pereanials, such
as nrune znnia | Zioio pandifionn) and
rocracker Lensiannn v
Sale- el vuocs is cold Doty o 10
Joshua tree. The best keawn and
prundduddy of the ca family iv the
Toshua tree (1 O 1L he selechion
wmed by Mormarn pivnears who

Fawmis

In an age where water is scarce
and garden designers
clamor for architectural plants,
it’s a wonder that the yucca
hasn’t made more of a presence

in the world of
ornamental horticulture.
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The harsna yucca |Yucca baccatal is commonly found in Arizona, Colorada, Mews
Mexico and Utah, The shape and taste of this yucea's greon frst ane similir to that
of & banana. The flowers of the bansna yucca also ara edible.

"

- M o o ‘.
Brxknd yucdh (Y rastrats) can
Qrow up to 10 feut high. Lege, white
favwer spikes form on its blue, slightly
weeping leaves
i m

thought the tree looked like the nnt-
strecched gains ol the biblical prophes
Jnshua. This Majave Dezerr native
yanes slowly to beights of up to 30 tues,
Altkough che Funiliar shagey profile ol
thee Toshioe Hee s lconic, it enormoss
stze 15 an anomaly. I any plant in the
wueea fanily can truly be sl nes
she Joshua tee =01
Iechinn teeess plantad in the eacly 29705
s Tueson. A7, g now maturing in
yesidential neigh hoeods, and the re
ault is wwe-inspining. Theza froatyard
trecs imrnediatedy Sroog 1o mind bhald
Japdevapes in D Scuss' books. Cven
Ueouggh The Tanng Jeahiu iree vo i b
bame frarm the nursery will Jikely be
sonell, don's sasad e 1t vall manure inte
Timge snd suangely dignified plant
Ihe Joshua tree 15 hardy te 107 ke,

cool sea
pute Tl OF S deseTrs. Dees: St
gu will Bl the planes sor

is e pertect cimate for Joshun trees, nod
southern Nevads residents would be
wise to constder it in liow of the ubiqus-
10US DAl 1Ges Thal Seemm 10 Jecoinpany
svery new huome o
Ranani vuccas, For thos
browse tieir own gardens, the hanwua
yucea (¥ bacoaia) Iphota, isafine
choics This tasty, aw growing, clupp-
tng spevies i comman in the red-rock
arcas of the tzur coreer STAes (A2,
Caerdi Neww Sesicn and Urah',
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here yrobably a vucca for
nearly every American gardening « Ilhmate
|
nd if vou have even a passing interest in bold foliage,
the vucca family should not be overlooked. f

Pale leaf yucca (races palfica) is a
dimmineative, trunidoss plant that grows.
only 1 foot high wid wids. White, Titylike
fowers complament its blue tollage.

If vou are visiting Sedaoni. AZ, lor 2
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The Terra Nova Collection

Heucher
y Cake’ PPAF PVR
 [STELLAR SELLERI

A milk-chacnlaty mound of cul:
foliage bedacked will @ passel
of creamy ‘candies’. This
vigorous X Heucheralla afands
out all year for faliage and densa
‘ flower show. Sombines
peautfully with Japanese
Forest Grass and goiden Hosta.
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